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SUPERBLUE 
6  B U R L I N G T O N  G A R D E N S  

Until Summer 2022

Experiential art venture Superblue has come to 
London with the presentation of Silent Fall, a multi-
sensory installation created for Burlington Gardens 

by artist duo A.A. Murakami. As the visitor walks 
through a seemingly endless forest, each tree 

produces hundreds of misty bubbles which, when 
burst, unlock aromas such as moss, rain and pine, 
serving as a metaphor for the fragility of nature. 

superblue.com

T H E  C O U R T A U L D  G A L L E R Y
3 February – 8 May 2022

The inaugural show at the newly refurbished Courtauld 
Gallery was always going to be sensational - and indeed it 
is. This is the first ever exhibition dedicated to Vincent van 

Gogh’s self-portraiture, with more than 15 paintings - many 
rarely, if ever, lent before - tracing the arc of Van Gogh’s  
self-representation during his short years as a painter. 

courtauld.ac.uk

VAN GOGH
SELF-PORTRAITS

W H A T ’S  O N  &  W H E R E

B y  H A R R I E T  C O O P E R

BEATRIX 
POTTER: 

DRAWN TO 
NATURE
V I C T O R I A  & 

A L B E R T  M U S E U M  
12 February 2022 –  

8 January 2023

The V&A has teamed up with 
the National Trust to present 
the first ever exhibition to tell 
the complete life story of one 

of our best loved children’s 
authors – Beatrix Potter. Playful 
and interactive, the displays of 
her personal objects, artworks 
from her most famous books 

and the sketches and stories that 
inspired them, all bring to life not 
just Beatrix Potter the storyteller, 
but also the natural scientist and 

conservationist.
vam.ac.uk

Gainsborough’s Blue Boy 
T H E  N A T I O N A L  G A L L E R Y  

25 January - 15 May 2022

A century ago Thomas Gainsborough’s The Blue Boy 
was sold to an American tycoon amid a huge outcry, 

so much so that it was hung in the National Gallery for 
three weeks as a public farewell. One hundred years 

on, to the day, the painting temporarily returns to the 
cultural institution, giving viewers a once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity to see this storied masterpiece. 
nationalgallery.org.uk

WILDLIFE 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
OF THE YEAR
N A T U R A L  H I S T O R Y 
M U S E U M
Until 5 June 2022

More than 50,000 submissions from 95 
countries are entered into the annual Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year competition, which 
is developed and produced by the Natural 
History Museum. This extraordinary exhibition 
showcases 100 of the most powerful images, 
each chosen for its originality, narrative 
technical excellence and ethical practice. A true 
insight into the magic and magnitude of nature. 
nhm.ac.uk/wpy
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New Contemporaries has been supporting the next 
generation of artists since 1949, by giving visibility 
and recognition to emerging talent. This exhibition 
- returning to the Gallery for the fourth consecutive 
year - includes 75 artists selected through an open 
submission by renowned creatives including Hew 
Locke, Tai Shani and Michelle Williams Gamaker. 

newcontemporaries.org.uk
ABOVE: Elsa James, Black Girl Essex; Here We Come, Look We Here, 2019;

RIGHT: Tom Harker, Spectral Perennials, 2020.

Bloomberg New 
Contemporaries 2021 

S O U T H  L O N D O N  G A L L E R Y  
Until 20 February 2022
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View across Esthwaite Water, by Beatrix Potter, 21 November 1909. Linder Bequest.  
© Victoria and Albert Museum, London, courtesy Frederick Warne & Co Ltd.

Above: The Tale of 
Jemima Puddle-
Duck artwork, 
1908. Watercolour 
and ink on paper. 
© National Trust 
Images

BELOW: Mrs Rabbit 
pouring tea for Peter 
while her children 
look on, 1902. © 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum, London, 
courtesy Frederick 
Warne & Co Ltd.
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Head to head by Stefano Unterthiner, 
Italy. Winner, Behaviour: Mammals
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FASHIONING 
MASCULINITIES:
THE ART OF 
MENSWEAR
IN PARTNERSHIP 
WITH GUCCI
V I C T O R I A  &  A L B E R T 
M U S E U M  
19 March – 6 November 2022 

In what the V&A is calling “a celebration 
of the masculine wardrobe”, this 
exhibition shines a spotlight on how 
designers, tailors, artists and their 
clients have all played a pivotal role in the 
metamorphosis of male fashion over the 
centuries. Displayed across three galleries, 
contemporary looks by designers such as 
Gucci and Grace Wales Bonner sit alongside 
historical gems and contemporary artworks 
and film, in homage to masculine sartorial self-
expression at its finest
vam.ac.uk

JOANNA 
POUSETTE-
DART
L I S S O N 
G A L L E R Y  
Until 22 January 2022

This is the first London 
exhibition for New 
York-based artist 
Joanna Pousette-
Dart. Her signature 
multi-panel curved 
canvases - inspired 
by her desire to 
go beyond the 
limitations of the 
rectangle and to 
create a space that 
reflects her own 
perceptions - line 
the gallery walls, their 
arresting colours giving 
a real sense of light 
and movement.
lissongallery.com

ROOTED BEINGS
W E L L C O M E  C O L L E C T I O N  

24 February - 29 August 2022

This major exhibition gives a whole new spin on our relationship with 
plants and fungi, presenting them as so much more than a resource for 
human consumption, tools or decoration. A series of new commissions 

and installations is displayed alongside intriguing botanical specimens and 
historic works, encouraging the viewer to not only rethink the way we see 

plant life but also our own relationship with the natural world.
wellcomecollection.org

LONDON 
MAKING 

NOW
M U S E U M  O F 

L O N D O N
Until 24 February 2022

Creativity and craft 
flourishes in London - 

indeed, for centuries, it 
is what the city’s culture 

and economy have 
been based on - and this 
exhibition features the 

work of 15 contemporary 
artists, all of them 

based in the capital, to 
exemplify this. Every 

exhibit has a unique story 
to tell, including Yinka 
Ilori’s chair sculpture 
What God Has Joined 

Together, Let No Man Put 
Asunder (2015), an ode to 

his parents’ marriage.  
museumoflondon.org.uk

FASHIONING 
MASCULINITIES:
THE ART OF 
MENSWEAR

PARTNERSHIP 
WITH GUCCI
V I C T O R I A  &  A L B E R T 

  
19 March – 6 November 2022 

In what the V&A is calling “a celebration 
of the masculine wardrobe”, this 
exhibition shines a spotlight on how 
designers, tailors, artists and their 
clients have all played a pivotal role in the 
metamorphosis of male fashion over the 
centuries. Displayed across three galleries, 
contemporary looks by designers such as 
Gucci and Grace Wales Bonner sit alongside 
historical gems and contemporary artworks 
and film, in homage to masculine sartorial self-
expression at its finest
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Yinka Ilori, What God Has 
Joined Together, Let No 

Man Put Asunder (2015) © 
Museum of London
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Alessandro 
Michele for Gucci. 
Look 7 FW 2015.

Courtesy of Gucci
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FRANCIS BACON 
MAN & BEAST

R O Y A L  A C A D E M Y  
29 January - 17 April 2022

The first exhibition to ever shine a light on Francis 
Bacon’s fascination with animals and how this 

curiosity is reflected in his depiction of the human 
figure - 45 paintings have been chosen, spanning 

his earliest works in the 1930s right through to 
the final painting he ever made in 1991, via a trio 
of paintings of bullfights from 1969. Each reflects 

Bacon’s deep-held belief that humankind is 
fundamentally an animal - something that 

lay at the heart of his oeuvre. 
royalacademy.org.ukSt
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The New York Times
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