
Otobong Nkanga’s work foregrounds ecological themes of relationality 
and becoming through a distilled poetics of entanglement. Her 
multidisciplinary practice examines the complex social, political, and 
material relationships between bodies, territories, minerals and the earth. 
Unsettling the divisions between minimal and conceptual or sensual 
and surreal approaches, the artist’s research-based practice constellates 
humans and landscapes, organic and non-organic matter, Global 
North and Global South economies. Through drawing, installation, 
performance, photography, textiles and sculpture, Nkanga creates 
pathways translating the natural world – its plants, herbs, minerals 
and living organisms – into networked, aggregated situations evoking 
memory, labour, home, care, ownership, emotion, touch and smell. 
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in 2002-04, DAAD Berlin programme in 2013-14 and at the Martin 
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Kunstsenter, Høvikodden, Norway (2020-2021); Gropius Bau, Berlin, 
Germany (2020); MIMA, Middlesbrough, UK (2020); Tate St Ives, UK 
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Africa (2019); Ar/ge kunst Galleria Museo, Bolzano, Italy (2018); MCA 
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She has participated in international group exhibitions at Baltic Center 
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(2022); Somerset House, London, UK (2021); Hammer Museum, Los 
Angeles, USA (2021); Centre Pompidou, Paris, France (2020); Palais de 
Tokyo, Paris, France (2020); Dhaka Art Summit, Bangladesh (2020); 58th 
International Art Exhibition - La Biennale di Venezia, Venice, Italy (2019); 
Sharjah Biennial 14, Sharjah, UAE (2019); MAMAC, Nice, France (2018); 
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