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For the latest exhibition in East Hampton, Lisson Gallery is pleased to present a selection of recent works by Ryan Gander. The 
solo presentation, Gander’s ninth with the gallery and first in East Hampton, features objects and installations, along with a new 
series of paintings on indigo Japanese Denim. The selection is at once a small survey of the artist’s complex practice and an 
account of his experience over the last year. 
 
Ryan Gander is increasingly skeptical of things that shout, or demand to be looked at. In the artist’s own words, he is more 
interested in “small things that may seem forgettable and insignificant, but are colossal in their consequences, that command our 
attention without requesting it, communicating to us in a deafening whisper and etching themselves into our memories because we 
discovered it on our own terms alone.” Viewable from the front window of the exhibition hangs This natural sign (Some painted 
slogans, others stood calmly staring at the moon) (2021), one of a series of scenery paintings depicting a full moon witnessed by 
the artist from the same vantage point over several nights, during a period of reduced geographical mobility. The works in this 
series were made by printing the base of an acrylic paint-coated pan, found by the artist in his kitchen, or with the trash can from 
his studio, described by the artist as “the most unromantic signifiers of a studio”, onto 10 oz indigo Japanese denim. Within the 
gallery is Take confidence in your abilities (2019), a mouse that appears to lie perfectly still on its back, belly to the sky, sleeping, 
overcome with fatigue. On closer inspection, it breathes gently, its petite torso moving up and down with each inhale and exhale.  
 
I be… (xxxii) (2020) belongs to a series of gold, stately antique mirrors draped with marble dust sheets. With reflections obscured 
from view, the work’s impenetrability frustrates viewers, starkly revealing the barriers inherent to self-realization. These works 
are part of the artist’s investigation of historical and contemporary concerns colliding with a single object — from the stylistic 
reference to ancient Greek and Roman sculptures to the unveiled narcissism of the ‘selfie’ age. A machine to send you somewhere 
else (2020) is a motion-activated ticket machine, re-programmed to print unique, computer-generated GPS coordinates of 
randomly selected land-based locations somewhere on the planet. Within the exhibition, visitors are redirected to an encounter 
outside the gallery space. 
 
Things Just Happen to Me follows solo exhibitions at the gallery by Masaomi Yasunaga, Roy Colmer, Leon Polk Smith, Ceal 
Floyer, Laure Prouvost, and Sean Scully. Lisson Gallery’s East Hampton space will continue its focused format featuring both 
influential, historical artworks and debuting new bodies of work in an experimental, intimate setting. An exhibition of work by 
Olga de Amaral will be on view after the Gander presentation, from August 12 to September 5, 2021. The gallery is open to the 
public each Thursday through Saturday, from 11am to 6pm, Sundays from 12 – 5pm and Wednesdays by appointment. 
 
About Ryan Gander  
 
Ryan Gander has established an international reputation through artworks that materialize in many different forms – from 
sculpture to film, writing, graphic design, installation, performance and more. Through associative thought processes that connect 
the everyday and the esoteric, the overlooked and the commonplace, Gander’s work involves a questioning of language and 



	

	

knowledge, as well as a reinvention of both the modes of appearance and the creation of an artwork. His work can be reminiscent 
of a puzzle, or a network with multiple connections and the fragments of an embedded story. It is ultimately a huge set of hidden 
clues to be deciphered, encouraging viewers to make their own associations and invent their own narrative in order to unravel the 
complexities staged by the artist. 

Ryan Gander (born 1976, Chester, UK) lives and works in Suffolk and London. He studied at Manchester Metropolitan 
University, UK; the Rijksakademie van Beeldende Kunsten, Amsterdam, Netherlands; and the Jan van Eyck Akademie, 
Maastricht, Netherlands. The artist has been a Professor of Visual Art at the University of Huddersfield and holds an honorary 
Doctor of the Arts at the Manchester Metropolitan University and the University of Suffolk. In 2017 he was awarded an OBE for 
services to contemporary art. Recent solo shows have been held at Space K, Seoul, South Korea (2021); Lisson Gallery, New 
York, USA (2020); Kunsthalle Bern, Switzerland (2019); Lisson Gallery, Shanghai, China (2019), Esther Schipper, Berlin, 
Germany (2019), 21st Biennale of Sydney, Australia (2018), TARO NASU, Tokyo, Japan (2018); gb Agency, Paris, France 
(2018); Dazaifu Shrine, Fukuoka, Japan (2017); Remai Modern, Saskatoon, Canada (2017); The Contemporary Austin, TX, USA 
(2017); the National Museum of Art Osaka, Osaka, Japan (2017); Hyundai Gallery, Seoul, South Korea (2017); Museum Dhondt-
Dhaenens, Deurle, Belgium (2016); Aspen Art Museum, Aspen, CO, USA (2016); Contemporary Art Gallery, Vancouver, 
Canada (2015); Australian Centre for Contemporary Art, Melbourne, Australia (2015); Singapore Tyler Print Institute, Singapore, 
Singapore (2015); and Manchester Art Gallery, Manchester, UK (2014). Major projects include Liverpool Biennale, UK; Sydney 
Biennale, Sydney, Australia; British Art Show 8, Leeds, UK; Performa 15, New York, NY, USA; Panorama, High Line, New 
York, USA; Imagineering, Okayama Castle, Okayama, Japan; 'The artists have the keys', 2 Willow Road, London, UK; 
Unlimited, Art Basel, Basel, Switzerland; Parcours, Art Basel, Basel, Switzerland; Esperluette, Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France; 
dOCUMENTA (13), Kassel, Germany; 'Locked Room Scenario', commissioned by Artangel, London, UK; ILLUMInations at the 
54th International Art Exhibition of the Venice Biennale, Venice, Italy; 'Intervals' at Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New 
York, NY, USA; and 'The Happy Prince', Public Art Fund, Doris C. Freedman Plaza, Central Park, New York, NY, USA. 
 
About Lisson Gallery 
 
Lisson Gallery is one of the most influential and longest-running international contemporary art galleries in the world. Today the 
gallery supports and promotes the work of more than 60 international artists across two spaces in London, two in New York, one 
in Shanghai, as well as temporary spaces opened in 2020 in East Hampton and London’s Mayfair district. Established in 1967 by 
Nicholas Logsdail, Lisson Gallery pioneered the early careers of important Minimal and Conceptual artists, such as Art & 
Language, Carl Andre, Daniel Buren, Donald Judd, John Latham, Sol LeWitt, Richard Long and Robert Ryman among many 
others. It still works with many of these artists as well as others of that generation from Carmen Herrera to the renowned estates 
of Leon Polk Smith, Ted Stamm and Roy Colmer. 
 
In its second decade the gallery introduced significant British sculptors to the public for the first time, including Tony Cragg, 
Richard Deacon, Anish Kapoor, Shirazeh Houshiary and Julian Opie. Since 2000, the gallery has gone on to represent many more 
leading international artists such as Marina Abramović, Ai Weiwei, John Akomfrah, Susan Hiller, Tatsuo Miyajima and Sean 
Scully. It is also responsible for raising the international profile of a younger generation of artists led by Cory Arcangel, Nathalie 
Djurberg & Hans Berg, Ryan Gander, Haroon Mirza, Laure Prouvost, Pedro Reyes and Wael Shawky. 
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