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For the latest exhibition in East Hampton, Lisson Gallery is pleased to present a selection of important works by Laure Prouvost. 
Featuring an array of mediums, including hand-woven tapestries, glass sculptures, furniture and works on paper, the artist’s third 
solo exhibition at the gallery includes pieces that highlight Prouvost’s humorous and idiosyncratic encounter with language.   
 
Laure Prouvost’s practice concentrates on miscommunication and the precariousness of words and their meaning. The artist 
blends personal memories, with visual clues to create installations that obscure the line between fiction and verity. In the front 
window of the East Hampton gallery, viewable from outside, hangs Airplane teapot chandelier (2019). This suspended Murano 
glass work originates from the mythology of grandma. A common theme throughout Prouvost’s practice, in this work the artist 
refers to a recurring dream, in which grandma used to hang naked by a rope from the side of an airplane while in flight.  
 
In many of her most iconic installations Prouvost welcomes the viewer to sit and enjoy some tea as her grandma would have 
offered. In Re-learning chair, 2020, the artist provides the viewer with a chair, upholstered in a tapestry of her own design which 
is both functional and steeped in narrative. The work recalls Prouvost’s series of chairs made from found paintings by her 
grandfather, a conceptual artist who was lost while digging a tunnel from the UK to Africa and memorialized in her film Wantee, 
for which she won the Turner Prize in 2013. Two major tapestries; Here we are floating in the future past (2020) and In Grand 
Ma’s Dream Grand Dad Would Not Loose His New Teeth Everywhere (2018) are included in the East Hampton presentation. 
Prouvost and her grandmother begin working on her tapestries before they are completed by experts in Flanders. In the 2018 work 
a gummy set of teeth float in air suspended among clouds. The title reveals convoluted layers of narrative as is typical of Laure’s 
works. Here, it is suggested that the tapestry is a documentation of Grandmother’s dream. The object remains elusive, however, 
and viewers are left to decipher what is true and what is fiction. Laure has said of her playful use of language and the organization 
of narrative in her work; “The moment of inventing and putting a dialogue into place with the audience becomes a work of 
exchange, a game becomes communicative; we need to position ourselves in relation to the story.” 
 
From the depth, musical tentacules (4th from the left) (2020) are glass musical instruments on view for the first time since the 
artist’s solo exhibition at Kunsthalle Lissabon in Portugal, Prouvost’s inaugural presentation in the country. The works build upon 
a range of themes explored within Prouvost’s project Deep See Blue Surrounding You for the French Pavilion at the 2019 Venice 
Biennale – as well as a recent collaborative project at Toronto's Mercer Union, including miscommunication, the constant flow of 
water, and the ‘tentacular’, liquid nature of human experience. 
 
The exhibition at East Hampton follows solo exhibitions at the gallery by Masaomi Yasunaga, Roy Colmer, Leon Polk Smith and 
Ceal Floyer. Lisson Gallery’s East Hampton space will continue its focused format featuring both influential, historical artworks 
and debuting new bodies of work in an experimental, intimate setting. Following the Laure Prouvost exhibition the gallery will 
offer a presentation by Sean Scully. The gallery is open to the public each Thursday through Saturday, from 11am to 6pm, 
Sundays from 12 – 5pm and Wednesdays by appointment. 
 
About Laure Prouvost  

Language – in its broadest sense – permeates the video, sound, installation and performance work of Laure Prouvost. Known for 
her immersive and mixed-media installations that combine film and installation in humorous and idiosyncratic ways, Prouvost’s 



	

	

work addresses miscommunication and ideas becoming lost in translation. Playing with language as a tool for the imagination, 
Prouvost is interested in confounding linear narratives and expected associations among words, images and meaning. She 
combines existing and imagined personal memories with artistic and literary references to create complex film installations that 
muddy the distinction between fiction and reality. At once seductive and jarring, her approach to filmmaking employs layered 
storytelling, quick edits, montage and wordplay and is composed of a rich, tactile assortment of images, sounds, spoken and 
written phrases. The videos are often shown within immersive environments which comprise found objects, sculptures, painting 
and drawings, signs, furniture and architectural assemblages, that are rendered complicit within the overarching narrative of the 
installation.  

Laure Prouvost was born in Lille, France (1978) and is currently based in Brussels. She received her BFA from Central St 
Martins, London in 2002 and studied towards her MFA at Goldsmiths College, London. She also took part in the LUX Associate 
Programme. Current solo exhibitions include ‘Our elastic arm hold in tight through the claouds’ at Kunsthal Charlottenborg, 
Copenhagen, Denmark. Current group exhibitions include ‘MOTHER’ at Louisiana Museum of Modern Art, Humlebæk, 
Denmark. Recent solo exhibitions include: ‘Re-dit-en-un-in-learning CENTER’ at Lisson Gallery London (2020); 'Melting into 
one another ho hot chaud it heating dip’, Kunsthalle Lissabon, Lisbon, Portugal (2020); ‘Deep See Blue Surrounding You / Vois 
Ce Bleu Profond Te Fondre’, Les Abattoirs, Toulouse, France and at LAM - Lille métropole, Villeneuve d’Ascq, France (2020); 
'AM-BIG-YOU-US LEGSICON’, M HKA - Museum of Contemporary Art Antwerp, Belgium (2019); Palais de Tokyo, Paris, 
France (2018); BASS Museum, Miami, FL, USA (2018); ‘They Are Waiting for You’, Performance for stage at the McGuire 
Theatre, Minneapolis, MN, USA (2018); SALT Galata, Istanbul, Turkey (2017); Kunstmuseum Luzern, Switzerland (2016); 
Pirelli HangarBicocca, Milan, Italy (2016); Museum Für Moderne Kunst Frankfurt Am Main, Frankfurt, Germany (2016); Red 
Brick Art Museum, Beijing, China (2016); Haus Der Kunst, Munich, Germany (2015); New Museum, New York, NY, USA 
(2014); Laboratorio Arte Alameda, Mexico City, Mexico (2014); Max Mara Art Prize for Women, Whitechapel Gallery, London, 
UK and Collezione Maramotti, Reggio Emilia, Italy (2013); ‘Laure Prouvost / Adam Chodzko’ as part of ‘Schwitters in Britain’, 
Tate Britain, London, UK (2013); The Hepworth Wakefield, Wakefield, UK (2012); and Flat Time House, London, UK. In 2011, 
Prouvost won the MaxMara Art Prize for Women and was the recipient of the Turner Prize in 2013. Prouvost represented France 
at the 58th International Art Biennial Venice, May-November 2019 and was included in ‘NIRIN,’ the 22nd Biennale of Sydney 
(2020). June 2019 saw the artist's first public commission in the UK through Transport for London's Art on the Underground. 
 
About Lisson Gallery 
 
Lisson Gallery is one of the most influential and longest-running international contemporary art galleries in the world. Today the 
gallery supports and promotes the work of more than 60 international artists across two spaces in London, two in New York, one 
in Shanghai, as well as temporary spaces opened in 2020 in East Hampton and London’s Mayfair district. Established in 1967 by 
Nicholas Logsdail, Lisson Gallery pioneered the early careers of important Minimal and Conceptual artists, such as Art & 
Language, Carl Andre, Daniel Buren, Donald Judd, John Latham, Sol LeWitt, Richard Long and Robert Ryman among many 
others. It still works with many of these artists as well as others of that generation from Carmen Herrera to the renowned estates 
of Leon Polk Smith, Ted Stamm and Roy Colmer. 
 
In its second decade the gallery introduced significant British sculptors to the public for the first time, including Tony Cragg, 
Richard Deacon, Anish Kapoor, Shirazeh Houshiary and Julian Opie. Since 2000, the gallery has gone on to represent many more 
leading international artists such as Marina Abramović, Ai Weiwei, John Akomfrah, Susan Hiller, Tatsuo Miyajima and Sean 
Scully. It is also responsible for raising the international profile of a younger generation of artists led by Cory Arcangel, Nathalie 
Djurberg & Hans Berg, Ryan Gander, Haroon Mirza, Laure Prouvost, Pedro Reyes and Wael Shawky. 
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